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MEDIA RELEASE

11 June 2018

RECORD SIXT# FINKE TITLE FOR RENTSCH

Shannon and lan Rentsch (#33 Jimco Aussie Special Nissan 3500cc) have been
crowned Kings of the Desert once again, claiming a record-breaking sixth title at
the 2018 Tatts Finke Desert Race.

The father-son duo from Warrnambool, Victoria, completed a lights to flag
victory, maintaining the top spot from Prologue through to Finke and back, to
take the coveted win in 1 hour 48 minutes and 39.5 seconds today.

“We had a good run down, really clean. This year it was a massive advantage
starting on pole,” Rentsch said.

“To prologue first, and then down first and back first, is pretty special and it’s up
there as one of the best runs we’ve done.”

After starting second this morning, Iron Man hopeful Toby Price’s run came to a
premature end when mechanical failure ruled him out between Mt Squires and
Bundooma. This is the second DNF in a row for Price and navigator Jason
Duncan (#487 2017 Geiser built 6L V8 Chev 360cc).

“l had no idea others were dropping off behind. Toby was only three minutes
behind us this morning and | knew he’d be pushing pretty hard. His truck handles
really well in the rough stuff so we just set off going as quick as we could,”
Rentsch continued.

“We really didn’t have any idea where he was until around 70kms to go. Once we
knew we had a good gap, we backed off and got it home.”

Five-time winner David Fellows with Gregory Rhodes/Mark Bergamin (#492
Geiser Bros Trophy Truck Nissan 3500cc) followed the Rentsch’s in second place,
crossing the line 16 minutes and 47.7 seconds behind the leaders after starting
third this morning.

After rolling their buggy in Prologue, Jack Rhodes and David Pullino (#97 Jimco
Aussie Special Nissan) impressively moved through the field today to finish in
third place, their fourth podium finish in Australia’s toughest off-road race.

Queensland’s Talbot Cox and Andrew North (#76 Racer Engineering Carbon
Series Toyota 5600cc) arrived in Alice Springs in in fourth place this morning
followed by Michael Marson and Chris Colbourne (#32 Racer Engineering Carbon
Series Ford Windsor 6000cc) in fifth.
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After finishing third yesterday, 2011 Tatts Finke Desert Race winner Greg Gartner,
alongside Jamie Jennings and Mark Hannaford (#4710 Geiser Bros Ford Raptor
TT Ford 6000cc), also failed to finish due to mechanical failure.

2018 Tatts Finke Desert Race: Cars Outright Top 10 Finishers

1. Shannon & lan Rentsch (#33 Jimco Aussie Special Nissan 3500cc)

2. David Fellows, Gregory Rhodes & Mark Bergamin (#492 Geiser Bros Trophy
Truck Nissan 3500cc)

3. Jack Rhodes & David Pullino (#91 Jimco Aussie Special Nissan)

4. Talbot Cox & Andrew North (#16 Racer Engineering Carbon Series Toyota
5600cc)

5. Michael Marson & Chris Colbourne (#32 Racer Engineering Carbon Series Ford
Windsor 6000cc)

6. Josh Howells & Bryan Erskine (#15 Jimco Aussie Special Nissan 3480cc)
7. Shawn & Robert Swaffield (#1710 Alumicraft Australian VQ35 3500cc)

8. Mark Burrows & Colin Hodge (#2171 Jimco MBR Holden 3500cc)

9. Michael Magher & Daniel Hose (#482 TSCO 5.99cc)

10. Peter Costello & Ben Brooks (#23 Jimco 2000 Toyota 3500cc)

Full results for the 2018 Tatts Finke Desert Race can be found via
finkedesertrace.com.au

- ENDS -

For more information, please contact

Laura McLachlan

TLA Worldwide on behalf of Finke Desert Race
M: 0401 644 061

E: Imclachlan@tlaworldwide.com

Samantha McLaughlin

TLA Worldwide on behalf of Finke Desert Race
M: 0410 360 800

E: smclaughlin@tlaworldwide.com
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